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But with the first appearance of the Romans on the
confines of Dacia a new era in the history of the
nation began. The first conflict between the two
peoples took place in in B.C., when the Roman
legions, already masters of Macedonia, had advanced
to the Danube, and found the Dacians assisting the
tribesmen of the right bank against them. For some
time, nc Roman general thought it desirable to enter
their territory; and, when at last a commander
crossed the Danube, he hesitated to entrust himself
to the sombre gorges of the Carpathians, where the
Dacian warriors lurked in readiness to surprise the
rash invader. If it had not been for the incursions of
the Dacians into the Roman provinces, a Roman
occupation might have been indefinitely postponed,
and the Roumanian race might never have existed.

But under a king called Bcerebistes, a contemporary
of Julius Caesar, these raids became so serious, that
Rome was alarmed for her supremacy in the Balkans.
Bcerebistes was at the head of a powerful nation,
which had gradually absorbed all the minor races up
to the frontier of modern Bavaria, and could put two
hundred thousand men into the field. His soldiers
had been seen as far south as the Balkan slopes, and
were threatening Macedonia and the Dalmatian coast.
Caesar himself was meditating a Dacian campaign, atid
had actually assembled the troops for it, when the
dagger of Brutus laid him low. The Dacians would
have been no unworthy foemen of the great Roman
captain. They were well armed and well led. They
knew the use of breast-plates and helmets, and their
curved swords were scarcely less deadly than the